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Abstract

This study explores indigenous theatre practices in
Bangladesh, emphasizing the embodied nature of oral
performance traditions as sites of decolonial knowledge-
making. By critically analyzing the spontaneous,
unscripted performance style of renowned palakar (folk
storyteller-performer) Islam Uddin, the research
demonstrates how folk theatre, such as pala gaan
(narrative musical storytelling), integrates life experiences,
cultural identity, and spiritual beliefs beyond Western
stage conventions. Using Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) and Indigenous epistemologies, the study reveals
the political and epistemological power of storytelling as
resistance against colonial frameworks. It argues that
theatre in rural Bangladesh is not merely artistic
expression but a holistic practice deeply rooted in
community life, relational learning, and embodied
knowledge transmission. Addressing existing gaps, the
study advocates for recognizing indigenous theatre forms
like pala within academic and cultural institutions,
proposing a shift towards inclusive and culturally-
responsive knowledge systems.
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Traditions and the Ethics of Indigenous US $37.50

Knowing (pages 1-24)
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Jahid Siraz Chowdhury
This chapter explores the gnoseological Preview

foundation of Indigenous oral traditions by Chapter
challenging the dominance of Western

epistemology as the only legitimate...
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Law (pages 25-46)
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Jahid Siraz Chowdhury

This study investigates the Rakhain Preview
community's healing practices in coastal Chapter
Bangladesh, focusing on how oral traditions—
particularly sacred...
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Transmission of Knowledge (pages 67-
92)

Swati Mittal, Swati Chauhan, Shivani Vashist

Literature, particularly novels, serves as a
platform for exploring Indigenous oral traditions
—dynamic, culturally embedded knowledge
systems. Novels by...
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Chandrakala, Mohit Sharma, T.C. Manjunath

The concept of decolonizing curricula has
emerged as a critical and transformative
approach to reshaping education systems
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This chapter, per the authors, explores how
Indigenous storytelling functions as a living
epistemological system that preserves cultural
knowledge, resists...
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This study explores indigenous theatre
practices in Bangladesh, emphasizing the
embodied nature of oral performance traditions
as sites of decolonial...
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Folk music in Bengal is more than
entertainment. It reflects people's lives—their
emotions, struggles, and beliefs. These songs
are passed down orally and...
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Hemangi Narayan Narvekar, Ribea Krupauya
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Chikal Kalo is a unique mud festival celebrated
in Marcela, Goa, reflecting deep religious,
ecological, and cultural significance. This
ethnographic study...
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The chapter aims to explore Aipan, a traditional
floor art form of the Kumaoni people in
Uttarakhand. It examines Aipan as a cultural
practice that...
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