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Abstract

This study explores indigenous theatre practices in

Bangladesh, emphasizing the embodied nature of oral

performance traditions as sites of decolonial knowledge-

making. By critically analyzing the spontaneous,

unscripted performance style of renowned palakar (folk

storyteller-performer) Islam Uddin, the research

demonstrates how folk theatre, such as pala gaan

(narrative musical storytelling), integrates life experiences,

cultural identity, and spiritual beliefs beyond Western

stage conventions. Using Critical Discourse Analysis

(CDA) and Indigenous epistemologies, the study reveals

the political and epistemological power of storytelling as

resistance against colonial frameworks. It argues that

theatre in rural Bangladesh is not merely artistic

expression but a holistic practice deeply rooted in

community life, relational learning, and embodied

knowledge transmission. Addressing existing gaps, the

study advocates for recognizing indigenous theatre forms

like pala within academic and cultural institutions,

proposing a shift towards inclusive and culturally-

responsive knowledge systems.

Chapter Preview

Complete Chapter List

Search this Book:

Table of Contents View Full PDF

Detailed Table of Contents View Full PDF

Full text search terms � Reset

https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=389151&ptid=374165&ctid=15&t=Table%20of%20Contents&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=389152&ptid=374165&ctid=15&t=Detailed%20Table%20of%20Contents&isxn=9798337339276


Preface

Candido Mukuni
View Full PDF

Chapter 1

Indigenous Gnoseology as a Theory of

Knowledge Beyond Epistemology: Oral

Traditions and the Ethics of Indigenous

Knowing (pages 1-24)

Jahid Siraz Chowdhury

This chapter explores the gnoseological

foundation of Indigenous oral traditions by

challenging the dominance of Western

epistemology as the only legitimate...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 2

What is Oral is Moral and Legal:

Navigating the Rakhain Healing

Cosmos from Sacred Chants to State

Law (pages 25-46)

Jahid Siraz Chowdhury

This study investigates the Rakhain

community's healing practices in coastal

Bangladesh, focusing on how oral traditions—

particularly sacred...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 3

Understanding Indigenous Values

Embedded in Oral Traditions (pages 47-

66)

Carlo Domingo Cania Casinto

This chapter analyses a collective worldview

through the values embodied in the oral

traditions of the T'boli, an indigenous tribe in

Lake Sebu, the...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 4

Global Indigenous Oral Traditions:

Storytelling and Intergenerational

Download

This Chapter

https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=389153&ptid=374165&ctid=15&t=Preface&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/indigenous-gnoseology-as-a-theory-of-knowledge-beyond-epistemology/389155
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/indigenous-gnoseology-as-a-theory-of-knowledge-beyond-epistemology/389155
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/indigenous-gnoseology-as-a-theory-of-knowledge-beyond-epistemology/389155
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/indigenous-gnoseology-as-a-theory-of-knowledge-beyond-epistemology/389155
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389155&ptid=374165&t=Indigenous%20Gnoseology%20as%20a%20Theory%20of%20Knowledge%20Beyond%20Epistemology:%20Oral%20Traditions%20and%20the%20Ethics%20of%20Indigenous%20Knowing&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/what-is-oral-is-moral-and-legal/389156
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/what-is-oral-is-moral-and-legal/389156
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/what-is-oral-is-moral-and-legal/389156
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/what-is-oral-is-moral-and-legal/389156
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389156&ptid=374165&t=What%20is%20Oral%20is%20Moral%20and%20Legal:%20Navigating%20the%20Rakhain%20Healing%20Cosmos%20from%20Sacred%20Chants%20to%20State%20Law&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/understanding-indigenous-values-embedded-in-oral-traditions/389157
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/understanding-indigenous-values-embedded-in-oral-traditions/389157
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389157&ptid=374165&t=Understanding%20Indigenous%20Values%20Embedded%20in%20Oral%20Traditions&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/global-indigenous-oral-traditions/389158
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/global-indigenous-oral-traditions/389158


Storytelling and Intergenerational

Transmission of Knowledge (pages 67-

92)

Swati Mittal, Swati Chauhan, Shivani Vashist

Literature, particularly novels, serves as a

platform for exploring Indigenous oral traditions

—dynamic, culturally embedded knowledge

systems. Novels by...

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 5

Decolonizing Curricula Through

Storytelling Intergenerational

Transmission of Knowledge (pages 93-

120)

P. Selvakumar, Tamanna Sharma, Jharna

Jagtiani, Pooja Sudharma B., N.B.

Chandrakala, Mohit Sharma, T.C. Manjunath

The concept of decolonizing curricula has

emerged as a critical and transformative

approach to reshaping education systems

globally. Rooted in the recognition...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 6

Stringing the Past and Future:

Indigenous Storytelling for Colonial

Debunking (pages 121-148)

Md Shakil Ahmed, Md Mahedi Tanjir, Andalib

Rubayat, Muhammad Shams Zaman, Md

Faysal

This chapter, per the authors, explores how

Indigenous storytelling functions as a living

epistemological system that preserves cultural

knowledge, resists...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 7

Embodied Epistemologies in Theatre:

Indigenous Oral Traditions and the

Decolonial Reimagination of

Bangladesh (pages 149-176)

Md Mahedi Tanjir

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/global-indigenous-oral-traditions/389158
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/global-indigenous-oral-traditions/389158
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389158&ptid=374165&t=Global%20Indigenous%20Oral%20Traditions:%20Storytelling%20and%20Intergenerational%20Transmission%20of%20Knowledge&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/decolonizing-curricula-through-storytelling-intergenerational-transmission-of-knowledge/389159
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/decolonizing-curricula-through-storytelling-intergenerational-transmission-of-knowledge/389159
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/decolonizing-curricula-through-storytelling-intergenerational-transmission-of-knowledge/389159
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389159&ptid=374165&t=Decolonizing%20Curricula%20Through%20Storytelling%20Intergenerational%20Transmission%20of%20Knowledge&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/stringing-the-past-and-future/389160
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/stringing-the-past-and-future/389160
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/stringing-the-past-and-future/389160
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389160&ptid=374165&t=Stringing%20the%20Past%20and%20Future:%20Indigenous%20Storytelling%20for%20Colonial%20Debunking&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/embodied-epistemologies-in-theatre/389161
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/embodied-epistemologies-in-theatre/389161
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/embodied-epistemologies-in-theatre/389161
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/embodied-epistemologies-in-theatre/389161


Md Mahedi Tanjir

This study explores indigenous theatre

practices in Bangladesh, emphasizing the

embodied nature of oral performance traditions

as sites of decolonial...

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 8

Bengali Folk Music Tradition

Contribution to the Culture, Awareness,

and Mind Formation of Society (pages

177-198)

Kaniz Khandaker Mitu, Tarequal Islam, Sumona

Haque

Folk music in Bengal is more than

entertainment. It reflects people's lives—their

emotions, struggles, and beliefs. These songs

are passed down orally and...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 9

Mudscapes of Meaning: Performative

Language of Chikal Kalo (pages 199-242)

Hemangi Narayan Narvekar, Ribea Krupauya

Golapalle

Chikal Kalo is a unique mud festival celebrated

in Marcela, Goa, reflecting deep religious,

ecological, and cultural significance. This

ethnographic study...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 10

Symbolism, Ritual, and Continuity: A

Socio-Cultural Interpretation of

Kumaoni Folk Art Aipan (pages 243-266)

Preeti Kalra, R. Harikrishnan

The chapter aims to explore Aipan, a traditional

floor art form of the Kumaoni people in

Uttarakhand. It examines Aipan as a cultural

practice that...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Ch t 11 D l d

https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389161&ptid=374165&t=Embodied%20Epistemologies%20in%20Theatre:%20Indigenous%20Oral%20Traditions%20and%20the%20Decolonial%20Reimagination%20of%20Bangladesh&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/bengali-folk-music-tradition-contribution-to-the-culture-awareness-and-mind-formation-of-society/389162
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/bengali-folk-music-tradition-contribution-to-the-culture-awareness-and-mind-formation-of-society/389162
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/bengali-folk-music-tradition-contribution-to-the-culture-awareness-and-mind-formation-of-society/389162
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389162&ptid=374165&t=Bengali%20Folk%20Music%20Tradition%20Contribution%20to%20the%20Culture,%20Awareness,%20and%20Mind%20Formation%20of%20Society&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/mudscapes-of-meaning/389163
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/mudscapes-of-meaning/389163
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389163&ptid=374165&t=Mudscapes%20of%20Meaning:%20Performative%20Language%20of%20Chikal%20Kalo&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/symbolism-ritual-and-continuity/389164
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/symbolism-ritual-and-continuity/389164
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/symbolism-ritual-and-continuity/389164
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389164&ptid=374165&t=Symbolism,%20Ritual,%20and%20Continuity:%20A%20Socio-Cultural%20Interpretation%20of%20Kumaoni%20Folk%20Art%20Aipan&isxn=9798337339276


Chapter 11

Voices of the Healers: Curanderismo,

Identity, and the Power of Cultural

Continuity (pages 267-300)

Crystal Neumann

Curanderismo, an Indigenous healing tradition

shaped by both Native and Spanish influences,

embodies a living archive of cultural memory,

spiritual practice...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 12

Empowering Local Community Through

Festival Tourism: Insights from an

Indian Festival (pages 301-312)

Khushi Sharma, Pramendra Singh

Festival tourism is an emerging form of tourism

where tourists travel to specific destinations

during particular time period to experience and

celebrate the...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

Chapter 13

Safeguarding Traditional Knowledge

and Farmers' Rights: A Balanced

Approach to IP Protection (pages 313-

334)

Ananya Pandey, Achyutananda Mishra

Traditional Knowledge and farmers rights are

considered to be the backbone of the

agriculture system that is responsible for

preserving the biodiversity...

Download

This Chapter

US $37.50

Add to Cart 

Preview

Chapter

About the Contributors View Full PDF

Index View Full PDF

https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/voices-of-the-healers/389165
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/voices-of-the-healers/389165
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/voices-of-the-healers/389165
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389165&ptid=374165&t=Voices%20of%20the%20Healers:%20Curanderismo,%20Identity,%20and%20the%20Power%20of%20Cultural%20Continuity&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/empowering-local-community-through-festival-tourism/389166
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/empowering-local-community-through-festival-tourism/389166
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/empowering-local-community-through-festival-tourism/389166
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389166&ptid=374165&t=Empowering%20Local%20Community%20Through%20Festival%20Tourism:%20Insights%20from%20an%20Indian%20Festival&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/safeguarding-traditional-knowledge-and-farmers-rights/389167
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/safeguarding-traditional-knowledge-and-farmers-rights/389167
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/safeguarding-traditional-knowledge-and-farmers-rights/389167
https://www.igi-global.com/viewtitlesample.aspx?id=389167&ptid=374165&t=Safeguarding%20Traditional%20Knowledge%20and%20Farmers%27%20Rights:%20A%20Balanced%20Approach%20to%20IP%20Protection&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=389169&ptid=374165&ctid=17&t=About%20the%20Contributors&isxn=9798337339276
https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=389170&ptid=374165&ctid=17&t=Index&isxn=9798337339276

