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* Subaltern Studies Group (SSG) or Subaltern Studies Collective is a group of South
Asian scholars interested in the postcolonial and post-imperial societies which
started at the University of Sussex in 1979-80. The term Subaltern Studies is
sometimes also applied more broadly to others who share many of their views and
they are often considered to be "exemplary of postcolonial studies" and as one of the
most influential movements in the field. Their anti-essentialist approach is one of
history from below, focused more on what happens among the masses at the base
levels of society than among the elite. (Raewyn Connell Southern theory: The global
dynamics of knowledge in social science 2007 : 12)
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The term ‘subaltern’ is used to denote the entire people that is
subordinate in terms of class, caste, age, gender and office, or in
any other way. (Sen 1987: 203)
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Subaltern: n. an officer in the British army below the rank of Captain, especially
in second lieutenant. adj. of lower status.
%) Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English (2000)
noun. any officer in the British army who is lower in rank than a Captain.
) The New Samsad English Bengali Dictionary (2001)
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Non-hegemonic groups or classes are also called by Gramsci
“Subordinate” “Subaltern” or sometimes “instrumental”. Here
again we have preserved Gramsci’s original terminology despite
the strangeness that some of these words have in English and
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despite the fact that it is difficult to discern any systematic
difference in Gramsci’s usage between, for instance, Subaltern and
Subordinate. (Guha 1986-1995, 2000: p. xi)
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