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Abstract: Although the scope of the ‘Bengal painting' is wide, its
meaning has been shifted over time, historically. '‘Bengal painting' can
be considered as a neglected topic because of both the adverse
environment of competition with European standard of painting and
absence of the pre-colonial textual formulas. The comparison of the
real state and current outcome in a table can present the differences
between actual form and external appearance of ‘Bengal Painting’.
The course of '‘Bengal painting' can be understood by analyzing the
similarities and differences between the style of ancient Bengali
painting and the current 'Bengal painting' or '‘Bengal folk art' which
can help us to know ‘where, when and how the course has been
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changed’ and whether Bengali painting has such a trend since the
ancient period of time. The genuine form of 'Bengal painting' can be
revealed through exploring various documentary materials, socio-
cultural, philosophical-psychological and political-economic facts.
Does the imitation of European style in the context of Bengal Painting
indicate a progress or decline and what is its future? Along with
answering such questions and keeping aforementioned matters in
consideration, this article sets its major purpose to explore the scope
and nature of 'Bengal painting'.
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During the time of king Devapala and Sri Dharmapala, there lived a
highly skilled artist called Dhiman in the VVarendra region. His son was
called Bitpalo. These two followed the tradition of the Naga artists and
practised various techniques like those of metal-casting, engraving and
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painting. The tradition of the technique of the father became different
from that of the son. The son used to live in Bhamgala. The cast-
images made by the followers of both of them were called the eastern
icons, wherever these followers might have been born.
(Chattopadhyaya, 1990, p. 348).
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